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Designer Profile

Primarily known for designing restaurants, private
clubs and hotels, over the last decade his studio’s
designs have been instrumental in redefining modern
hospitality, with notable projects including work with
Soho House, The Royal Academy of Arts, Four
Seasons and Caprice Holdings (The Ivy, Sexy Fish,
Scott’s). Martin is listed within Debrett’s 500 Most
Influential People in the UK, the London Evening
Standard’s Power 1000, House and Garden’s Top 100
Leading Interior Designers and Wallpaper*
Magazine’s Power 200; with the latter describing
Martin as ‘one of the best restaurant and hotel
designers of his generation’. In 2015 Martin
established And Objects, a separate product design
studio built on Martin’s experience in interior design.
Recent collaborations include collections with
Drummonds and The Urban Electric Co.  
So, how does Martin create designs and spaces 
that are ‘everlasting’?

BORN IN STOCKHOLM, MARTIN BRUDNIZKI IS
THE FOUNDER OF MARTIN BRUDNIZKI
DESIGN STUDIO, AN INTERNATIONALLY
ACCLAIMED INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE AND
DESIGN STUDIO FOUNDED IN 2000 AND
BASED IN LONDON AND NEW YORK. 

DESIGNER PROFILE

MARTINBRUDNIZKI
JADE TILLEY TALKS TO MARTIN BRUDNIZKI ABOUT STOCKHOLM PUBLIC 

LIBRARY, THE ADVICE OF HIS FATHER AND DESIGNING IN ICONIC SPACES
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WHAT IS YOUR EARLIEST MEMORY OF
DESIGN HAVING AN IMPACT ON YOU?
I’ve been immersed in design from a young age.
My mother was a stylist and so our home was
always beautifully accessorised. My father was a
civil engineer and so I was always surrounded by
architectural drawings. The combination of my
mother’s aesthetics and father’s functionality laid
the foundations for my interest in interior design.
Growing up in Stockholm has undoubtedly
influenced my design aesthetic. One of my
greatest influencers is Gunnar Asplund who
designed the Stockholm Public Library; his ability
to translate a sense of history and belonging into
something contemporary and ready for modern-
day consumption has always captured my
imagination and this has seeped into my work. 

WHERE DID YOU STUDY DESIGN 
AND WHAT DID YOU SPECIALISE IN?
I studied economics at Stockholm University
before embarking on an Interior Design degree at
the American University in London.

WHAT ARE THE KEY CHARACTERISTICS YOU
LOOK FOR WHEN BRINGING NEW TALENT 
INTO THE STUDIO?
My team are the most important part of MBDS and
so when looking for new talent I like to be involved
as much as possible. I need people who are good

communicators, as obsessed with detail as I am
and who are dedicated to the end project. It also
helps if they bring an energy to the rest of the team
as well as a strong understanding of the industry.

WHAT KIND OF DESIGNER DID 
YOU ASPIRE TO BE?
My father once told me to ‘focus on the here and
now and the future will be part of the journey’.
This resonated with me and I have used this as a
bit of life mantra. As a result, I’m a methodical
designer, obsessed with the smallest details but I
have faith in the future. It’s so easy to get caught
up in what may be but sometimes you just have to
stop and focus on the moment. 

WHO ARE YOUR DESIGN INSPIRATIONS?
I’ve been inspired by a number of people over the
years. Growing up in Stockholm I was frequently in
awe of Gunnar Asplund’s design for the
Stockholm Library – something, which I have
referenced in a new project. The Finnish architect
and designer Alvar Aalto has also provided me
with many reference points, from his architectural
accolades to his free-flowing furniture designs.
Finally, the bold attitude of Dorothy Draper has
encouraged me to use colour and patterns in all
of my projects. She was an extraordinary interior
decorator with a great amount of artistic energy;
you can’t help but be inspired by her. 

HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE YOUR DESIGN STYLE?
We don’t follow trends instead we look to design
interiors that are comfortable, everlasting and
elegant. Through drawing on the history and
context of the space we seek to unveil stories that
are rich and endure time. Each project is treated as
an individual ensuring all our work is totally unique. 

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST PROFESSIONAL 
DESIGN COMMISSION?
We were approached by Rocco Forte to design the
Villa Kennedy, their hotel in Frankfurt. This was in
2000 and we haven’t looked back since. 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST DESIGN
COMMISSION TO DATE?
It’s very difficult singling out individual projects as
each are just as big as each other. However, it was
very special getting to work on The Academicians’
Room at The Royal Academy of Art; it’s such a
hallowed space with a rich history. The Ivy has
also been a pivotal project. To work on something
so iconic was a great honour. 

WHERE IS THE MAJORITY OF YOUR WORK
BASED AND WHAT SECTOR WOULD YOU SAY
YOU HAVE BECOME KNOWN FOR? 
MBDS is an international interior design studio
and is best known for its hospitality design. We
design beautiful interiors for hotels, restaurants,
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bars and members’ clubs as well as a handful of
private residential properties for a select few.

HAVE YOU EVER WORKED OR LIVED ANYWHERE
ELSE? HOW HAS THIS HELPED TO SHAPE AND
INFLUENCE YOUR IDEAS ON DESIGN?
I work between my London and New York Studios
throughout the year. I’m often travelling between
cities all over the world. It’s busy and fast paced
but also provides me with a unique opportunity to
see beautiful landscapes and inspiring cities.  

HOW HAVE CLIENTS’ EXPECTATIONS OF DESIGN
AND DESIGNERS CHANGED IN RECENT YEARS?
The terms luxury and quality have become
intertwined with lifestyle and experience. It’s
about offering more than dinner or a room for the
night, but creating a memory for somebody that
they will treasure and share.

IF YOU HADN’T BECOME AN INTERIOR
DESIGNER WHAT WOULD YOU BE DOING?
I would like to be involved in design in some way,
so perhaps an antiques dealer. 

www.mbds.com
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